
Anchorage, Our Community; Alaska, Our State  
Alaska… it’s big (really big!), majestic, and full of 
wonderful surprises.   It can also be harsh, demanding and 
frustrating.  You love it or hate it, sometimes both on the 
same day.  One thing is for sure: living in Alaska is not for 
the faint of heart. You can see a moose in your yard and 

you can catch a nice salmon within 
the city, but you can be stomped by that mama moose or have a 
close encounter with a bear.   Alaskans love to tell stories about our 
two biggest claims to fame, the 9.2 magnitude Good Friday (1964) 
earthquake, and the 800 mile Trans-Alaska (oil) Pipeline… but our 
vulnerability is never far from our minds when we tell these stories.  

With about 300,000 residents, Anchorage is Alaska's most populous city; add another 100,000 
within an hour drive of the city, and the Anchorage Bowl contains 
well over half of the State's total population. Anchorage occupies a 
little strip of coastal lowland (bounded by the Chugach Mountains 
and Cook Inlet) that makes up less than 0.5% of the State’s land 
mass.  Within its boundaries are a large military base (JBER= Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson) and a state park.   

The culture of Anchorage is an eclectic mix of urban and  
wilderness. Fine arts flourish; both Alaskan and imported world-class talent are presented in 
galleries and on stages. Similarly, fine dining in exceptional locally-owned restaurants pleases 
the palate with dishes featuring local ingredients. There is no shortage of 
spectator and participatory sporting activities.  The legendary Alaskan 
wilderness lifestyle is never far away; your neighbor probably has a 
snow machine in his driveway.  This strange juxtaposition of 2 worlds 
adds to the excitement of living here; there’s nothing quite like it!   

The economy of Alaska is directly related to the world price of oil.  Some 90% of the State’s 
revenue comes from the oil and gas industry. The severe drop in the price of oil has negatively 
impacted our economy in virtually every sector. Unemployment is high and the State continues 
to struggle to balance its budget due to the large decline in tax revenue from the oil industry. 
The need for additional income sources may increase the already high cost of living. Anchorage 
is at the heart of this economic downturn.   

Anchorage’s climate is moderated by its coastal location, being much less harsh than  
Interior locations. Instead of -60 in the winter, we see -20; and a 
beautiful summer day in Anchorage is above 70 degrees. At 61 
degrees latitude, our long summer days allow huge vegetables and 
fabulous flowers to grow. Conversely, and not a fact trivial to 
adapting to life here, the short, often gray, winter days that briefly 



punctuate the long winter nights can be dreary, even depressing.  Just 5.5 hours 
separate sunrise and sunset; clouds and a low sun angle often add to the lack of bright 
daylight.  Seasonal Affective Disorder is real.   

Separation from the contiguous 48 States (family and some specialized services) add to the 
challenges of living here.  Commercial flights in and out of Alaska are readily available 
although sometimes not well-priced.  Most air travel is routed through Seattle with connections 
to anywhere.  The 3 or 4 day drive up the Alaska Highway (Mile Zero is at Dawson Creek, BC, 
500 miles beyond Calgary) can be awe-inspiring, adventuresome, and arduous, even if weather 
is not a factor.   

Anchorage is a young city, both in its history (not quite 100 years since incorporation) and its 
median age (33).  Children make up over ¼ of the population, seniors only 7%.  We have 

tremendous ethnic diversity. For instance, 20% of children 
served by the Anchorage School District live in a home 
where English is not spoken. Perhaps even more 
impressive is the fact that Anchorage is home to the top 
three most ethnically diverse high schools in the country.   

At first glance, Anchorage appears to be a well-churched city: one church per roughly 1000 
residents. And at a surprisingly large number of these churches, a person could learn how to 
become a Jesus follower.  However, attendance tells a different story: over 60% of people living 
in Anchorage claim NO religious affiliation, and of those that do, more belong to a single cult 
than to the largest evangelical denomination. In the past 30 years, attendance at evangelical 
churches has dropped by half.   

Anchorage: we love it or hate it, sometimes both on the same day.  It’s not for the faint-hearted, 
nor for those whose call is unclear.  But for those led by God to make it home and love what it 
has to offer,  it’s our city… and we long to make a difference for Him right here.   


